OH. vn                   FUNDAMENTAL IDEAS                         91
state of information and varies with that state of information."
Or Bradley :1 " Probability tells us what we ought to believe,
what we ought to believe on certain data . . , Probability is no
more * relative' and ' subjective' than is any other act of
logical inference from hypothetical premises. It is relative to
the data with which it has to deal, and is not relative in any other
sense." Or even Laplace, when he is explaining the diversity
of human opinions: " Dans les choses qui ne sont que vraisem-
blables, la difference des donnees que chaque homme a sur elles,
est une des causes principales de la diversity des opinions que
Ton voit re"gner sur les m&nes objets . . . c'est ainsi que le
meme fait, recite devant une nombreuse assemblee, obtient divers
degre*s de croyance, suivant Pe'tendue des connaissances des
auditeurs." 2
10. Here we may leave this account of the various directions
in which progress has seemed possible, with the hope that it may
assist the reader, who is dissatisfied with the solution proposed in
Chapter IV., to determine the line of argument along which he
is likeliest to discover the solution of a difficult problem,
to the Question of the Combination of Testimonies or Judgments" (Edin. Phil.
Trans, xxi. p. 600): " Our estimate of the probability of an event varies not
absolutely with the circumstances which actually afiect its occurrence, but with
our knowledge of those circumstances."
1  The Principles of Logic, p. 208.
2  ISssai ghilosophigue, p. 7.